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Dear KVCC Community,
As we welcome a new season 
and academic year, I’m filled 
with gratitude and pride 
reflecting on the many ways our 
campus continues to grow and 
strengthen our commitment to 
student success. In this issue, 
you’ll find stories that highlight 
the exciting progress and 
positive energy across KVCC.

This fall, we kicked off the 
semester with the return of Community Day, a tradition that 
showcases our vibrant, welcoming campus culture. It was 
heartwarming to see new students connecting with faculty, 
staff, and community partners who are all dedicated to 
supporting their journey.

We also took a major step forward by launching student 
lodging—a vital initiative that increases access to education 
by removing barriers many students face. This is just one of 
the many ways we are expanding support for our students.

Another exciting development is the expansion of athletics 
to include men’s and women’s basketball. Golf, cross country, 

and track & field all debuted in the fall of 2023. These teams 
bring fresh energy to campus and provide new opportunities 
for student engagement and success.

Inside this issue, you’ll also find highlights from our 2025 
Commencement Ceremony, several ribbon cutting 
celebrations, the appointment of a student trustee to 
the MCCS Board, and our impressive National Welding 
Competition participants.

I hope you enjoy reading and take pride in all the momentum 
and change happening at KVCC.

Thank you to our students, faculty, staff, alumni, and 
community partners for making KVCC the remarkable 
institution it is today. Together, we’re building more than a 
college—we’re building a community of opportunity.

Enjoy!

Karen Normandin 
President, Kennebec Valley Community College

KVCC FOUNDATION BOARD OF TRUSTEES From left: Jennifer Casey, Executive Director KVCC Foundation; Dan Coffey, 
Cianbro Corporation; Dwight Littlefield (2nd Vice Chair), Maine Department of Education; Karen Normandin (Secretary), President 
KVCC; John Dalton (Immediate Past Chair), Northern Light Health Retired; Richard Boudreau, MaineGeneral Health; Seth Hebert, 
MaineHealth Mid Coast Hospital; Nancy Fotter (Chair), Camden National Bank; Kelly Burbank (Treasurer), One River CPAs; David 
Dorr, Somerset Career & Technical Center; Donald Borman, RSU18 Retired. Absent from Photo: Melissa Higgins (Vice Chair), 
AnalytiChem USA, Inc; Tiffany Comis, Redington Fairview Hospital; Anthony Michaud, Kennebec Cooling & Heating; Arne Koch, 
Colby College; Sara Sylvester, RN Retired
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BASKETBALL TIPS OFF!
The echoes of cheers, the smell of popcorn, and the squeak 
of sneakers filled Kennebec Valley Community College’s 
Alfond Recreation Center on October 22, as the campus 
community came together to celebrate the grand reopening 
of the newly renovated basketball court.

The event—highlighted by a ceremonial ribbon cutting and 
a men’s and women’s basketball doubleheader—marked the 
beginning of an exciting new era for KVCC athletics.

“This court wouldn’t have been possible without the 
amazing support of the KVCC Foundation,” said President 
Karen Normandin during a pre-game reception. “This is a 
place where our students will grow, compete, and create 
memories that will last a lifetime.”

After months of construction, the $112,000 renovation 
transformed the court into a state-of-the-art collegiate 
playing surface, complete with updated branding, new 
lighting, digital scoreboards, seating, and a scorer’s table. 
For many, the evening represented more than basketball—it 
was a celebration of growth, community, and the expanding 
Lynx athletic brand.

The men’s team took the court first, facing Yankee Small 
College Conference rival Central Maine Community College. 
Freshman guard and Clinton native Dane Zawistowski led all 
scorers with 12 points, including a highlight-reel dunk in the 
first half, as the Lynx cruised to a 75–53 victory.

“We’ve been waiting for this moment,” Zawistowski said 
after the game. “To win the first game on this new court—it 
feels like we’ve made history.”

The energy in the gym stayed high into halftime, when Dean 
of Students CJ McKenna took center court to thank the 

many supporters in attendance, including Central Maine 
Community College, for their mentorship and partnership. 
Following his remarks, President Normandin, joined by 
KVCC Foundation members and program supporters, cut 
the white ribbon stretched across midcourt. As the ribbon 
fell, the standing-room-only crowd erupted in applause.

Next, the women’s team tipped off against the nationally 
ranked Mustangs of Central Maine Community College. 
Cassie LaCroix of Augusta made history by scoring the first 
points in the women’s basketball program’s debut, while 
Cale Barajas, also from Augusta, led the team with six 
points. Though CMCC proved a formidable opponent, the 
Lynx played with determination, laying a strong foundation 
for the program’s future.

Women’s Coach Rusty Mercier, a veteran with more than 
three decades of experience in athletics, reflected on the 
milestone: “It was an incredible honor to be part of the 
ribbon-cutting and to step onto this beautifully renovated 
court, leading the inaugural women’s basketball program. 
The energy was electric all night, and the atmosphere 
was everything you could hope for in a college setting. I’m 
so grateful to be part of this experience and couldn’t be 
more excited for female athletes to have an opportunity to 
compete close to home.”

The renovation was made possible through donations raised 
at the 2023 KVCC Gala.

“When we started this project, we wanted a facility that 
reflects the talent and dedication of our athletes,” McKenna 
said. “Tonight, we witnessed that vision come to life—and 
the future is bright.” 
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HAPPENINGS AT KVCC 
Student Support 
Services – TRIO 
Program
KVCC’s federally funded TRIO Student Support 
Services program has supported 180 students 
annually since its 1993 beginnings. Students 
include first-generation college students, those 
meeting federal income guidelines, and students 
with documented disabilities. The program 
consistently excels in graduation, persistence, 
academic standing, and transfer rates.

In June 2024, KVCC submitted its latest 
competitive grant proposal and is proud to 
announce funding has been renewed for 
another five years. Special thanks to Director 
Lisa Black, First Year Coordinator Michelle 
Bardsley, Learning Specialist Landi Wright, and 
dedicated alumni for their efforts. Their work 
continues to provide vital support and guidance for KVCC students.

Educare Comes to Fairfield Campus
We are excited to announce the 
opening of the KVCC Early Learning 
Classroom on the Fairfield campus. 
The classroom provides full-day 
care and education for children 
ages 6 weeks to 3 years, with 
priority given to KVCC students and 
staff. Families will find a nurturing 
environment rooted in EduCare 
and Early Head Start philosophies, 
healthy meals, and daily outdoor 
play with a focus on nature-based 
learning. The program also serves 
as a learning lab for KVCC work-
study and early childhood practicum 
students, helping prepare the 
next generation of educators. 

Follow KVCC on Facebook, Instagram, and LinkedIn 
to catch classroom highlights, campus happenings, upcoming events, and ways to get involved.  

KVCC.MAINE       kvcc.me       school/kennebec-valley-community-college/
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The Return of 
Community Day
KVCC welcomed new students at Community Day on August 
21, marking the return of the tradition for the first fall since 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Held at Carter Hall, the half-day 
event helped students start the semester with confidence 
by allowing them to meet instructors, connect with peers, 
and explore clubs, organizations, and key departments. 
Students participated in a fun beach ball activity focused 
on teamwork and support, followed by “College 101,” 
which introduced such topics as student life, engagement, 
wellness, financial skills, and key policies.

The day concluded with a large group photo of community 
members spelling out “KVCC” on the lawn, followed by a 
BBQ lunch outdoors. Many thanks to the faculty and staff 
volunteers, as well as to our incoming students, for giving 
their time to launch the semester on such a positive note!

Derrick Digger Truck Unveiled
KVCC welcomed guests to the Alfond Campus for a ribbon cutting ceremony to celebrate the arrival of a new Derrick Digger Truck. 
This major upgrade enhances the College’s Electrical Lineworker Technology Program. 

The event brought together major donors, college leadership, industry partners, and the program’s enthusiastic lineworker 
students. The truck was made possible through generous contributions from Central Maine Power, Avangrid, the Foundation for 
Maine’s Community Colleges, and an anonymous donor committed to advancing technical education in Maine. 

“This truck is more than a piece of 
equipment. It’s a promise to our students 
and our state,” said KVCC President 
Karen Normandin. “It represents 
the power of partnership and the 
importance of preparing our workforce 
for the challenges ahead.”

The Derrick Digger Truck will allow students 
to train in pole setting, line construction, 
and utility maintenance, skills that are vital 
to Maine’s energy infrastructure. As the 
only college-based lineworker program in 
the state, KVCC continues to lead the way 
in hands-on, career-ready education.

Guests enjoyed student demonstrations, remarks from faculty and donors, and a close-up look at the new truck. For the 
students, it was a proud moment of recognition and a glimpse into the bright futures they’re building, one pole at a time.
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Bo Gray ’25 (left) and Welding Chair Brian Jonah at 
the National Welding League Championship

Welding Students Excel at 
National Level
Bo Gray of Norridgewock proudly represented Kennebec Valley 
Community College at the 2025 National Welding League Championship 
in Michigan. A graduate of Erskine Academy and the KVCC Welding 
program, Bo followed in the footsteps of his father, a 2019 program 
graduate, whose mentorship helped guide his journey.

The National Welding League Competition is a premier event that tests 
the skills of high school and college welding students nationwide. Beginning 
with local, hands-on challenges, top performers advance to the national 
stage for a chance at a $10,000 prize.

KVCC has competed since the league’s launch in 2023, with nine students 
participating and three advancing to Nationals. “We’ve made Nationals 
two of the three years, and all of our competitors have placed in the top 
ten nationally,” said Brian Jonah, chair of the Welding Department.

This remarkable success has been made possible in part thanks to the 
financial support of the KVCC Foundation, which has helped students 
cover the costs of participation. In the inaugural year of the competition, 
KVCC welding students Nate Foster of Readfield and Samantha Haskell of 
Whitefield represented the College.

We are incredibly proud of the outstanding mentorship provided by Brian 
Jonah and the exceptional performance of our students on the national 
stage. Their achievements reflect the high-quality education and hands-
on experience that KVCC offers.

Rotaract 
Keeps Little 
Free Libraries 
Thriving
What began in 2009 as a single book-
sharing box in Wisconsin has blossomed 
into a global movement. Today, more 
than 200,000 Little Free Libraries across 
128 countries invite neighbors to “take a 
book, leave a book,” sparking literacy and 
connection in communities everywhere.

Here in Waterville, three Little Free 
Libraries—located at North Street 
Playground, the South End, and Drummond 
Avenue—continue to thrive thanks to the 
dedication of the KVCC Rotaract Club. 
Initially launched by the Waterville Rotary 
Noon Club, this community service project 
has been proudly adopted by the college’s 
student club, which now keeps the spirit of 
sharing alive.

Every two weeks, Rotaract members 
gather books for readers of all ages and 
restock the shelves to ensure the libraries 
remain inviting and well-supplied. One 
favorite stop is the Little Free Library at 
the David Kenneth Quirion Memorial Park 
(affectionately known as Dave’s Place), 
where members say the joy of giving is 
matched only by the smiles of those who 
stop to browse.

Free for all, these libraries help build 
community, one book at a time.
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Mechanized Logging Operations and Forest 
Trucking Program Expands Career Opportunities 
in Maine’s Logging Industry
The Mechanized Logging Operations 
and Forest Trucking (MLOFT) program 
is transforming Maine’s forest economy 
through a powerful blend of innovation, 
sustainability, and workforce development. 
Designed to prepare the next generation of 
skilled logging professionals, the program 
trains students in the use of advanced 
mechanized harvesting equipment with a 
strong emphasis on safety, efficiency, and 
environmental stewardship.

Currently hosted on KVCC’s Alfond 
Campus and administered by Northern Maine Community 
College, the program will transition to full administration 
by Kennebec Valley Community College beginning in 
the summer of 2026. Sponsored by the Professional 
Logging Contractors (PLC) of Maine and funded through 
Congressional Directed Spending, MLOFT is the only 
program of its kind in the state.

Twelve students began the 2025 summer cohort in late 
June, starting with classroom instruction and safety training 
before advancing to hands-on experience with state-of-
the-art logging machinery on an active timber harvest site 
at the Alfond Campus.

A major enhancement to the program came in 2023 
with the addition of Commercial Drivers License, Class 
A (CDL-A) permit training and preparation for the state 
driving exam—expanding graduates’ career options 
and helping address Maine’s growing demand for both 

mechanized logging operators and forest 
truck drivers.

“This remains the only program of its 
kind in our region, and it is critical to 
addressing Maine’s shortage of qualified 
logging operators and forest truckers 
in an efficient and affordable way,” 
said Dana Doran, Executive Director 
of the PLC. “We could not offer this 
unique opportunity without the support 
of Maine’s Congressional delegation, 
which secured funding, and our industry 

partners, who provide the equipment necessary for a top-
tier training experience.”

Through MLOFT, students gain real-world experience 
operating sophisticated, industry-standard machinery 
while learning sustainable forestry practices, tree 
species identification, and timber market fundamentals. 
The curriculum emphasizes safety, sustainability, and 
professional readiness—skills that employers value and 
Maine’s forests depend on.

The tuition-free program provides all personal protective 
equipment at no cost to students. Over the next three years, 
MLOFT will train and place up to 48 graduates into high-
demand positions across the state. A 2019 University of 
Southern Maine report projected a need for up to 2,000 
new workers in timber harvesting and trucking over the 
next decade—a workforce gap that MLOFT is uniquely 
positioned to help close.
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CELEBRATING THE 
EXTRAORDINARY CLASS OF 2025
KVCC’s May 10 Commencement Ceremony was a powerful 
celebration of perseverance, purpose, and pride. From the 
inspiring words of Student of the Year and student speaker 
Karen Winfree to the keynote address by Dr. Katie Spencer 
White, the evening was filled with moments that moved 
graduates, families, and faculty alike. Laughter, cheers, and 
embraces made clear that this was more than a ceremony; 
it was a testament to achievement, unbreakable bonds, and 
the chosen family that defines the KVCC experience. The 
Class of 2025 crossed the stage not just with diplomas in 
hand but with stories of triumph that will shape their futures.

KVCC conferred 499 associate degrees and academic 
certificates, with more than 290 graduates participating 

in the May 10 exercises at the Augusta Civic Center. KVCC 
graduated another 82 students in December of 2024.  

Commencement Speaker Dr. Katie Spencer White, 
president and CEO of Mid-Maine Homeless Shelter and 
Services, challenged graduates to see their education 
as a call to action. “Justice is not a process, it is an 
experience, and if it is not experienced by some of us, 
it is denied to all of us,” she said. She urged the Class of 
2025 to carry forward their resilience and commitment 
to learning: “Be as courageous in your quest for justice 
as you have been at arriving at this moment in time.”
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In her address, student speaker Karen 
Winfree encouraged classmates to carry 
forward the spirit of connection and 
growth: “Let us continue to chase our 
dreams, nurture meaningful relationships, 
and embrace the growth that comes with 
setbacks and triumphs alike.” Karen earned 
an Associate’s degree in Psychology and 
distinguished herself as a passionate 
leader and dedicated student. As a 
2024 Gorman Scholar, she logged more 
than 439 hours of community service. 
She was active in both the Phi Theta 
Kappa and Psi Beta honor societies and 
helped found KVCC’s Rotaract Club.

Several additional graduates were honored 
as recipients of the Barbara Woodlee 
Civic Scholar Award, recognizing their 

exceptional civic leadership through 
community-based service learning, 
volunteerism, activism, and political 
engagement. The award celebrates the 
legacy of Dr. Barbara Woodlee, who served 
as KVCC’s president for more than 37 years 
and exemplified a lifelong commitment to 
public service and community leadership. 

The ceremony honored the many 
accomplishments of hundreds of graduates 
who persevered through challenges 
to reach this milestone. Faculty, staff, 
families, and friends celebrated alongside 
them, recognizing not just the degrees 
earned but the resilience, growth, 
and sense of community that carried 
the Class of 2025 to this moment.

Kelly Burbank ’18 
’19 was named the 
recipient of the 
2025 Distinguished 
Alumni Award for 
showing dedication 
to her community by 
upholding KVCC’s 
shared values of 
responsibility, integrity, 
and respect. After 
graduation, Kelly 
earned her CPA and 
served as treasurer of 
the KVCC Foundation 
Board. Though unable 
to attend in person, 
Kelly shared an 
inspiring recorded 
message reflecting on 
her KVCC roots, the 
support that shaped her 
success, and a call for 
graduates to give back 
to their community.
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A Historic Step – Student Lodging
In a strategic move to enhance the student experience, 
Kennebec Valley Community College made school history on 
Saturday, August 23, by welcoming its first cohort of lodging 
students. The initiative, years in the making, is designed to 
attract students from outside the immediate region while 
also addressing housing insecurity among local students.

For years, KVCC has been known as a commuter college, 
affordable, flexible, and deeply rooted in central Maine. 
But as more students travel from greater distances and 
housing becomes harder to find, the need for a safe and 
convenient place to live became clearer. 

That’s where the idea of student lodging took 
shape. Through a creative partnership with the 
Best Western Plus in Waterville, KVCC now offers 
comfortable, affordable lodging just two miles 
from the Fairfield campus.

“This is a transformational step for our 
college,” said KVCC President Karen 
Normandin. “By providing a safe, affordable 
lodging option, we’re making it easier for 
students to focus on their studies, stay 
enrolled, and complete their programs.”

The hotel can house up to 50 students and includes a 
communal study area, dining options, a fitness center, and 
an indoor pool. Most residents are first-year students, many 
from out of state, who say they may not have chosen KVCC 
without this new opportunity.

“Offering lodging will help us level the playing field,” said 
CJ McKenna, Dean of Student Affairs. “We’re offering 
more than a place to stay; we’re building a community 
within the community.”

To help students feel at home, KVCC has placed dedicated 
staff right where they live. A residence director and two 
resident assistants are on site to provide guidance, support, 
and connection. Students also benefit from academic 
mentoring, regular social events, and a shuttle service to 
campus—all designed to make college life smoother and 
more engaging. Together, these supports are already 
helping build a vibrant, connected community where 
students can thrive both personally and academically.

Faculty and staff say the energy on campus feels different 
this fall, more connected, more vibrant, and more student-
centered than ever before.

“We’ve always offered excellent academics,” said Nursing 
Department Chair Kristina LaChance. “But now students 

have more opportunities to engage outside the classroom 
with clubs, athletics, and each other. That’s something 
special.”

Several of the new lodging residents are student-athletes 
on KVCC’s newly launched men’s and women’s basketball 
teams. The majority of players have come from out of state 
and are among those living in the college’s new student 
lodging, bringing new perspectives, school spirit, and 
excitement to the Lynx community.

“I’m from out of state, and honestly, I wouldn’t have come to 
KVCC if they didn’t offer a place to live and a chance to play 
basketball,” said James Curry, a first-year student-athlete. 
“Now, I feel like I’m part of something bigger.”

In the heart of central Maine, KVCC’s new lodging program 
is helping students turn a college into a community—and a 
community into a home.

From move-in day at Waterville’s Best Western Plus to apple 
picking at Fairfield’s Apple Farm and the first Sunday Supper 
Series, lodging students are settling in, connecting, and 
starting the semester strong!
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Jasmine Sanders Appointed 
Student Trustee to Maine 
Community College System Board
When Jasmine Sanders walks into a classroom at 
Kennebec Valley Community College (KVCC), she brings 
with her more than textbooks and notes. She carries the 
perspective of a nontraditional student, a single mother, 
and someone who has navigated both setbacks and 
successes in higher education. Now, she will also carry 
the responsibility of representing 
thousands of community college 
students across the state.

In September 2025, Jasmine 
began a two-year term as 
the Student Trustee on the 
Maine Community College 
System (MCCS) Board of 
Trustees, giving her a direct 
voice in shaping policies that 
impact students statewide.

Her path to the role began 
when KVCC President Karen 
Normandin approached her with 
the possibility of filling this role. “I 
wanted to make sure that I could 
uphold and deliver what KVCC 
wanted of me,” Jasmine explained. 
She submitted a statement 
highlighting her perspective 
as a nontraditional student 
and single mother. “I resonate 
with and can help amplify the 
perspectives of both younger and older students.”

That perspective helped secure her a unanimous 
appointment, taking her oath in Augusta and officially 
beginning her two-year term. On that day, she was 
recognized by the Maine Senate and received a standing 
ovation. “It was an incredible moment,” Jasmine recalled.

The MCCS Board of Trustees includes business leaders, 
educators, and civic officials, but Jasmine’s role is distinct. 
“Being a KVCC student allows me to recognize, early on, 
the issues that affect the student experience,” she said. 
“Trustees may not always get to see the everyday student 
experiences, whereas I live it daily.”

For Jasmine, one of the most pressing concerns is 
retention. “Improving retention is critical,” she said. “It ties 
into affordability, childcare, and other challenges that 
can make students question whether they’ll be able to 
finish.” She also hopes to simplify processes and strengthen 
community and stability for all students.

Jasmine has been assigned to 
the Board’s Strategic Planning 
Committee, where she will help set 
goals and anticipate challenges 
such as affordability, housing, and 
mental health.

After earning her associate 
degree in Psychology from KVCC 
in 2024, Jasmine immediately 
began pursuing a second 
degree in Nursing. Her goal is to 
become a forensic psychiatric 
nurse, combining her interests in 
psychology and healthcare.

Her teenage daughter, Melody, 
has closely watched her mother’s 
journey. “She’s witnessed my 
insecurities and moments of doubt,” 
Jasmine said. “I think she’s proud of 
the recognition. She saw me walk 
across the stage to accept my first 
degree, and I could hear her yelling 

from the stands.” Her preschool-aged son has his own 
interpretation. “He thinks I’m famous,” she laughed.

Jasmine said one of her biggest motivations for the 
position was to make her college proud. “Before my 
confirmation, I told the Dean of Students, CJ McKenna, 
that it was very important to me to make KVCC proud,” she 
remembered. “He told me I’d already made them proud.”

That pride now extends across the state, as Jasmine takes 
on the responsibility of amplifying the voices of community 
college students at the highest level of governance.

“Everything does, indeed, happen for a reason,” she said. “I 
believe this opportunity is another step on that journey.”
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Alumna Honored 
with MaineGeneral 
Lotus Award

Congratulations to KVCC alumna and student, 
Jennifa Preble, Medical Assistant at the Thayer 
Center for Health in Waterville, on receiving 
the Lotus Award—a distinction that recognizes 
medical assistants who provide exceptional care 
and service to patients, families, and medical staff.

Jennifa was nominated by a colleague who shared: 
“Jennifa has worked as an MA in our practice for 
several years. Not only is she proficient in the many 
complex tasks of her job, but she always has a smile 
and a comforting word for our patients. Many, many 
patients have told me how much they appreciate 
her help and her friendly manner. She has been an 
exceptional colleague, always willing to do whatever 
it takes to serve our patients and make life easier for 
whichever physician she works with. She is a gem and 
well deserving of this recognition.”

We are so proud to see Jennifa’s dedication to 
compassionate, high-quality care recognized in this 
way. Jennifa graduated with an Associate of Applied 
Science in Medical Assisting in 2011, and is currently a 
student working her way toward a second associate’s 
at KVCC in Health Information Management. 
Congratulations, Jennifa—your KVCC community 
celebrates this well-earned honor with you!

Spotlight on Affordability
The Maine Free College (MFC) Scholarship has significantly expanded 
access to community college education across the state. First launched 
for the Class of 2022, the program was later extended to include high 
school graduates from the Classes of 2023, 2024, and 2025.

At Kennebec Valley Community College (KVCC), the MFC 
Scholarship has been a game-changer, helping many students 
afford a high-quality education and pursue their goals without 
overwhelming financial pressure. With tuition at just $96 per credit, 
the lowest in New England, many KVCC students receive enough 
grants and aid to cover their full cost of attendance.

Even as the future of the MFC Scholarship remains uncertain, 
KVCC continues to stand out as one of the most affordable and 
supportive higher education options in the region. Choosing a small 
community college can profoundly impact a student’s academic, 
financial, and personal journey.

WHY STUDENTS CHOOSE KVCC
Affordable Education  
KVCC’s low tuition allows students to begin or continue their 
education with less financial strain and minimal debt. Many 
qualify for grants and aid that fully cover tuition.

Small Class Sizes  
Students benefit from close-knit learning environments where 
instructors know them by name. This personalized approach 
fosters strong connections.

Supportive Learning Environment  
From tutoring and academic advising to career counseling and 
wraparound support services, KVCC is committed to helping 
every student stay on track.

Flexible, Career-Focused Programs  
KVCC offers a broad range of programs that prepare students for 
high-demand careers in healthcare, trades, business, technology. 
For those who continue their education, KVCC’s transfer 
agreements with four-year colleges make the transition seamless.

Local Connections and Real-World Experience  
Through strong partnerships with local employers, students 
access internships, clinical placements, apprenticeships, and 
job opportunities. These hands-on experiences help graduates 
confidently enter the workforce.

A Smart Investment in the Future  
KVCC remains a top choice for students seeking affordability, 
personal support, and clear pathways into meaningful careers. 
Whether the goal is to enter the workforce or transfer to a four-
year college or university, KVCC provides the strong foundation 
needed to succeed.
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YOUR BRIDGE TO A BRIGHTER FUTURE:  

Foundation Scholarships  
Empower Students

Every student’s journey begins with a promise: that education can be a bridge to a brighter 
future. For many, that bridge is built with the support of the KVCC Foundation Scholarships.

Each year, the Foundation awards more than $300,000 in 
scholarships to students pursuing degrees and certificates 
across KVCC’s campuses. These scholarships are more than 
financial aid. They are lifelines, confidence boosts, and 
affirmations that someone believes in their journey.

The recipients are as diverse as the region itself:

	·�	 A young man training to become an electrical lineworker, 
determined to follow in his father’s footsteps

	·�	 A mother of three returning to school for a career  
in medical assisting, balancing homework with  
bedtime stories

	·�	 A mental health student who dreams of supporting  
others the way she was once supported

Stories like these are the heartbeat of KVCC.

To qualify, students must be enrolled in a KVCC program, 
maintain a GPA of 2.5 or higher, and demonstrate financial 
need. The application process is straightforward, but the 

impact is profound. Each scholarship helps cover tuition, 
books, and essential supplies, easing the burden and 
allowing students to focus on what matters most: learning, 
growing, and building a future.

The Foundation also offers support for students facing 
sudden financial hardship through its Emergent Need 
Scholarship Fund. Whether it’s a car repair, a heating bill, or 
an unexpected medical expense, this fund ensures that life’s 
curveballs don’t derail a student’s education.

As Executive Director Jennifer Casey shares, “Every 
scholarship we award reflects our community’s belief in 
education, resilience, and the power of second chances. It’s 
not just about funding. It’s about faith.”

In a time when higher education can feel out of reach, the 
KVCC Foundation is helping students cross the bridge from 
aspiration to achievement. And with every scholarship 
awarded, that bridge grows stronger, connecting 
individuals, families, and communities to a brighter future.
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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT:  

Hunter Barton
“It doesn’t matter where you start. It just matters that you start.”

For Hunter Barton, this motto isn’t just a mantra. It’s a 
lived truth. A proud KVCC graduate and TRiO success 
story, Hunter’s path to a degree wasn’t linear, but it was 
transformative. Today, he serves as 
an accounts payable coordinator 
at MaineGeneral Health with plans 
to pursue a master of business in 
human resources and leadership. 
His journey is a testament to 
perseverance, purpose, and 
the power of community.

Originally from rural Texas, 
Hunter’s early life was shaped 
by caregiving, loss, and grit. 
After losing both parents before 
the age of 18, he spent years 
navigating higher education across 
multiple institutions and majors. 
From accounting to culinary 
arts to interpreting, he explored 
many paths before finding his 
academic home at KVCC.

“I moved to Maine in 2019 
and finally felt ready to 
finish what I started,” Hunter shares. “KVCC welcomed 
me with open arms and TRiO became my lifeline.”

At KVCC, Hunter flourished. He co-founded and served 
as president of the Business Club, led the PRIDE Alliance, 
served as president of Student Senate, and represented 
Maine Students Vote. He also helped coordinate Red 
Cross blood drives and served on the Presidential Search 
Committee. Perhaps most memorably, he organized 
KVCC’s first student group to walk in the Portland 
Pride Parade. That act of visibility and celebration 
continues to ripple through campus culture.

Hunter’s leadership is grounded in empathy and authenticity. 
As a transgender man, he brings a unique lens to advocacy 

and inclusion. “I believe leadership is about compassion for 
everyone, even those who may not understand or agree with 
you,” he says. “KVCC gave me the space to lead with heart.”

His honors project, a website 
chronicling his academic and 
personal journey, reflects 
the depth of his experience 
and the skills he’s honed in 
accounting, finance, and 
business operations. He credits 
KVCC’s faculty, especially 
Darlene Ratte, and the TRiO 
team for helping him discover 
his strengths and connect with 
real-world opportunities.

After graduating from 
KVCC, Hunter enrolled in the 
University of Maine at Presque 
Isle’s YourPace program, a 
competency-based online 
degree track that matched his 
learning style. Throughout his 
degree, he made the Dean’s 
List multiple times, and in March 

2025, he earned his Bachelor of Science in Accounting.

Now working at his dream company, Hunter continues to 
grow professionally and academically. His goal is to become 
a Payroll Specialist, a role he is pursuing with the same 
determination that carried him through every challenge.

“I give KVCC and TRiO all the credit,” Hunter says. “They 
helped me realize that my dream was possible.”

Hunter Barton’s story reminds us that success isn’t 
defined by a straight path. It is shaped by courage, 
community, and the willingness to begin again. 
KVCC is proud to call him one of our own.

 
Calling all alumni! 

We are building out Alumni News in this twice-annual newsletter, KVCC Happenings,  
and would like to let your KVCC friends, old and new, know what you have been up to. 
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ENGAGEMENT:  
The Heartbeat of Student Success
At Kennebec Valley Community College (KVCC), the term 
“engagement” is more than just a buzzword; it’s a philosophy 
that drives the College’s mission to create a vibrant and 
connected campus community. Faculty and staff alike 
recognize that engagement is the key to unlocking a 
student’s potential, not just in the classroom but also in the 
world around them. 

From building strong, supportive relationships to 
encouraging active participation in campus life, KVCC 
continues to cultivate an environment where students are 
empowered to take ownership of their learning, challenge 
themselves, and develop skills that extend far beyond 
textbooks. This deep-rooted sense of engagement not 
only helps students persist in their studies but also nurtures 
confidence, creativity, and a lifelong connection to both their 
education and the broader community.

Three years ago, Dean Kathy Englehart authored a 
successful Title III grant that opened the door for a 
transformative addition to the KVCC community, Eric 
Brown, who now serves as the community and civic 
engagement coordinator. With a rich background in 
education spanning three decades, Eric joined KVCC after  

a long and impactful career at Lawrence High School, 
where he taught life sciences from 1994 to 2024. During 
his time there, he also coached soccer, cross country, and 
track, co-founded an environmental group focused on 
sustainable practices, and was honored as Somerset County 
Teacher of the Year in 2017.

Since arriving at KVCC, Eric has become a cornerstone 
of student life. Known affectionately around campus and 
often teased that he can’t go anywhere without running into 
someone he knows, Eric has poured his energy into leading 
student clubs and organizations, advising the Student 
Senate, supporting the National Society of Leadership 
and Success, and, most recently, founding and mentoring 
KVCC’s own Rotaract group. Rotaract, an extension of the 
local Rotary Club, lives by the motto “Service Above Self,” a 
mission that aligns perfectly with Eric’s values.

When asked what inspired him to transition from high 
school teaching to higher education, Eric shared that he 
was ready for a new adventure, one that would challenge 
him and align with his mindset. “I truly look forward to being 
on campus each day,” he said with a smile, “I can’t wait to 
return tomorrow!”

Coordinator of Civic and Community Engagement Eric Brown (left) joined members of the Business Club and Student Senate at Waterville’s 
National Night Out, representing KVCC with face painting, games, and plenty of smiles.
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92 Western Avenue 
Fairfield, ME 04937

The next issue of KVCC Happenings will include images 
from the October 2025 KVCC Goes Hollywood Gala
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