








5

Campus Grows with 
Acquisition of Teague Building

Kennebec Valley Community College is expanding this year 
thanks to the acquisition in March of the Thomas M. Teague 
Biotechnology Center building on the northeast border of the 
campus.

KVCC has had a presence in the Teague building for a number 
of years. The facility currently houses the College’s Pulp and 
Paper Technology program and provides space for various other 
classes, labs, and continuing education courses.

The steady growth of enrollment and programs at KVCC has 
made acquiring additional space a goal of the College, and the 
laboratories and other features of Teague made it an attractive 
purchase, according to President Barbara Woodlee.

“We are pleased the deal has come together and that the 
College will enjoy  additional space in the coming academic 
year,” Woodlee said. “The most important gain for us is the 
biology labs because we have so many sections of Anatomy and 
Physiology to accommodate.”

  The purchase of the 14,065 square-foot facility from the 
Town of Fairfield is being followed by communications and 
other upgrades to the building that will allow it to eventually be 
used for a variety of purposes, but in the short-term Teague will 
provide vital space for College offices that are being temporarily 
relocated due to renovations in the Muriel P. Frye Building 
during the second half of this year. 

15th Annual Golf  
Tournament June 28

The 15th Annual KVCC Foundation Golf 
Tournament is scheduled for Monday, June 
28th at the Waterville Country Club.

The event will be held rain or shine, with 
registration getting underway at 8 a.m. and 
tee-off scheduled for 9 a.m.

The 2009 tournament was the most successful to date, raising 
more than $21,000 for endowed student scholarship funds 
thanks to strong support from donors and sponsors,. KVCC and 
its students are grateful for their continued generosity.

For more information on the tournament contact Gloria 
Taylor at 453-5129 or gtaylor@kvcc.me.edu.

GAC and Foundation 
Volunteers Vital to College

As Kennebec Valley Community College has grown over 
the years, the role and importance of the dedicated volunteer 
members of the KVCC Foundation and General Advisory 
Council (GAC) in guiding and supporting the College has 
also grown.

Now, as KVCC and its students strive to meet the challenges 
of difficult economic times, that support has become more 
important than ever.

“We owe a tremendous debt to those who give so freely of 
their time and energy to aid us in our mission of educating 
students and helping them achieve their full potential,” 
KVCC President Barbara Woodlee said. “These supporters of 
the College deserve great credit for our success.”

Members of the Foundation and GAC are among the 
busiest members of the local community, with great personal 
and professional responsibilities. For these individuals, finding 
time to volunteer in their roles for the College is no easy task, 
and yet they do.

The GAC is vital to program development and strategic 
planning efforts at the College, and the range of experience 
members bring from their roles in business, government, and 
key community organizations is invaluable to KVCC.

“We engage them in a wide range of areas and their advice 
is key,” Woodlee said. “They ask very thoughtful questions 
and they help keep us on track. They are a very valuable 
resource.”

The Foundation’s work in addressing the needs of students 
through scholarships and other means has been enormously 
important given KVCC’s limited finances.

“The creation of the Foundation I think has been one of the 
best accomplishments of this institution,” Woodlee said. “The 
resources they have brought to us really address a huge need.”

Strong leadership in both organizations has also been vital, 
and each has been extremely privileged with its leadership: 
Earl Smith is president of the Foundation’s Board of Trustees 
and John Dalton chairs the GAC.

KVCC is deeply appreciative of the work the members 
of the GAC and Foundation do and thanks them for their 
continued support. Members of each are listed below:

Foundation-Earl H. Smith, President; Keith J. Gunning, 
Treasurer; John T. Sutton, Vice President; Barbara W. 
Woodlee, Secretary; Justin L. Alfond, Donald Borman, 
Kathy L. Corey, Peter C. Doran, Karen L. Greenleaf, 
Douglas A. Herling, Dwight Littlefield, John E. Macklin, 
Richard H. Madore , John E. Marden, Rodney “Beau” E. 
Mears, George Orestis, and Tobi L. Schneider.

GAC - John Dalton, Chair; Kenneth Fletcher, Vice-
Chair; Muriel Frye, Emeritus Member; Frank Baker, 
Marilyn Canavan, Jim Clair, Steven Couture, John 
Fallona, Edward Finch, Susan D. Giguere, Randy Grover, 
Dan Gwadosky, David Holden, Bruce S. Harrington, 
Paul F. Jacques, Elizabeth H. Mitchell, Tobi L. Schneider, 
Louise Smith, Paul Tessier, Pam Trinward, Richard 
Willett, and Sherri Woodward.
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Student/Alumni Feature
Cousins who share KVCC experiences and a creative 
streak launch childrens book

Matthew Petrie’s clearest early memory of his cousin, Gregory 
Reed, is of the older boy convincing him to throw his food at the 
dinner table when they were children.

The “tossing of the peas” incident is only one of many memories 
the two men share, stretching back over three decades to summers 
spent together in Rumford, where Petrie grew up and Reed, who lived 
with his mother in Waterville, would often visit.

“We’re pretty close,” Reed, said recently. “He’s my cousin but he’s 
really more like a brother.”

Reed, now 37, and Petrie, 34, also recall early business partnerships 
when they’d cut “Pac Man” shapes out of paper and then sit by the 
side of the road trying to sell them to passersby. Reed’s grandmother 
was generally their best customer.

These days, their ideas are a bit more ambitious.
“I’d say about two and a half years ago we were just sitting at the kitchen table and Matt said, ‘You know what Greg, lets write a childrens 

book,’” Reed said. “We came up with the idea of a story about a lobster, Matt did a little sketch, and that’s how it all started.”
Years later, “The Treasure of Captain Tamale,” the first book in a planned, “Adventures of Lobster Boy,” series, is out in book and audio 

form, backed up by a lively web-site at www.adventuresoflobsterboy.com , and getting a great reception from a growing audience.
The colorful story, illustrated by Petrie and written by Reed, begins the story of Stewart Kelp, a young lobster with a disability – one of 

his claws is too small.
Filled with many other characters in a town of lobsters, each with their own strengths and challenges, the series is already planned 

through book four, and seems to have all the ingredients for success including creators who are based in a state renowned for its lobster.
“We wanted to do something unique, something that was going to stand out,” Petrie 

said. “A handicapped lobster, now that’s pretty unique.” 
The pair formed a company called Little Italy Productions to publish the books. 

They’re not making a lot of money yet, but have high hopes for the venture and say 
making money was never a big part of the motivation behind the project anyway.

“Four books in five years was kind of our commitment, and whether we see any 
profit or anything like that we didn’t care,” Petrie said. “It was more like - we’ve got 
five years, we’ll do it and at the end of five years we’ll sit down and say, okay do we 
have something? Do we have nothing? Either way, it was an adventure and we had 
fun doing it, and we’ll look back and laugh about it someday.”

The stories may be meant for children, but they’ve also come to mean something 
more to the cousins. There are characters in the books who are shy, who grew up poor, 
who are orphans. Petrie and Reed said they drew on things they’ve seen in their own 
lives to create the stories, and if there is one theme that runs through the tales, it is 

that you can rise above obstacles in your life.
“The overall goal is to overcome that disability or to overcome that uniqueness and become 

successful,” Petrie said. “Don’t let those things stop you, don’t let that hold you back from doing what 
you dream.”

That attitude has been reinforced by the experiences of the two as students at Kennebec Valley 
Community College.

Petrie first came to KVCC as a displaced worker seeking retraining and took courses required for 
a machine tooling certificate. He is grateful for the start KVCC gave him on his education, crediting 
the school for launching him on the path to a four-year degree in architecture from the University of 
Maine at Augusta. He is now project manager for Duratherm Windows Corporation in Vassalboro.

Reed will graduate from the Business Administration Associate degree program at KVCC in May, 
and plans to continue his education at Thomas College in Waterville, where Petrie is also planning 
to enroll as he pursues a Master’s Degree.

The experience gained from creating the books and their own company has been great, both agreed, 
and the job of boiling a “huge idea” down into a children’s book a large but satisfying challenge.

“It’s definitely been a learning process,” Reed said. “I would say we’re not really bound by the standard rules because we don’t know 
them.”
(continued on next page)

Illustrator Matt Petrie, left, and author Greg Reed.
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More than 550 students are 
expected to graduate when 
Kennebec Valley Community 
College holds its 40th 
Commencement Exercises 
beginning at 10 a.m. on May 
15th at the Augusta Civic 
Center.

The graduating class is 
shaping up to be the largest 
in the College’s history, and Acting Dean of Students Karen 
Normandin said members of the group will face challenges after 
graduation, but be well-equipped by their experiences at KVCC 
to deal with them.

“These graduates will have the skills for rewarding careers 
and a solid foundation for continuing their educations if 
they choose,” Normandin said. “In difficult economic times, 
education is more important than ever.”

Glenn A. Cummings, Deputy Assistant Secretary of the U.S. 
Department of Education (DOE), will be the keynote speaker 
for the event.

Cummings manages a $1.9 billion annual investment in federal 
grants and programs that support adult education and literacy, 
career and technical education, and community colleges.  He 
was part of a team of professionals who composed the policy 
for the $12 billion American Graduation Initiative, President 
Obama’s plan to boost America’s graduation rate by 2020.

Recently named chair of the Department’s Green Initiative 
group, Cummings is leading a team within the DOE to increase 
the teaching and learning of sustainability principles in 
American education.

Cummings is a former Speaker of the House in the Maine 
House of Representatives, and also served as Majority Leader 
and as the House Chair on the Joint Standing Committee on 
Education and Cultural Affairs.  

A passionate educator, Cummings has spent much of his 
career working with students in the classroom and working 
on education policy as a state leader.  Prior to joining the U.S. 
Department of Education, he served as instructor of micro 
and macroeconomics at the University of Southern Maine 
and as Dean of Institutional Advancement at Southern Maine 
Community College.

Cummings also served as 
Executive Director of the 
Portland Partnership, where 
he built strategic alliances 
between businesses and 
high school students.   A 
Maine native, Cummings 
began his career as a high 
school history teacher and 
department head. 

The project has progressed beyond the book and audiobook to 
merchandise available online through their web site, where the 
Lobster Boy logo can be found on everything from T-shirts and hats 
to coffee mugs and bumper stickers. There is even a shirt for dogs.

Although they have busy lives, Petrie and Reed hope to publish 
the second book in the series by Christmas 2010, and are continuing 
to develop the fourth and final book in their spare time.

“In book four everything really comes together and it really shows 
that dreams are possible if you just keep working hard,” Reed said. 
“Each individual character overcomes their obstacles.”

No project as ambitious as The Adventures of Lobster Boy could 
be accomplished without help from many people including family 
and friends. The list of those involved in the book, audiobook, and 
web site includes the following:

Writing - Gregory Reed; Illustrations - Matthew Petrie;  Web site 
design - Brian Vigue;  Music - Timothy Edwards; Audio - Ryan 
Gagne; Voice over  - Gregory Reed;  Matthew Petrie, Timothy 
Edwards, Shannon Petrie and Jade Petrie; Narration - Ryan 
Gagne;  Publisher - Little Italy Productions of Fairfield, ME;  
Audio Reproduction - Klarity Music of Vassalboro, ME;  Printing - 
Fundcraft Publishing Company of Collierville, TN.

The book is dedicated to Reed and Petrie’s Aunt, Lura Reed 
of Rumford, who has Down Syndrome and has overcome many 
challenges of her own to live a full life.

Campus Child Care Center to 
Move This Fall

The Kennebec Valley Community College ChildCare Center 
located in the Muriel P. Frye Annex is expected to move off-campus 
by the start of the fall semester.

The center will be relocating to the new Educare facility under 
construction at Waterville’s George J. Mitchell Elementary School. 
This will offer a number of advantages to children and parents, and 
KVCC is working with the Kennebec Valley Community Action 
Program (KVCAP) to identify solutions in cases where the move 
will create a hardship for parents.

More information on this move will be announced as it becomes 
available. The program is a cooperative effort between KVCC and 
KVCAP.

Glenn A. Cummings to Speak 
at 40th Commencement 
Exercises

Student/Alumni Feature (continued from page 6)

The 2010 “Evening of Jazz” 
gala held January 30th was 
a resounding success, raising 
thousands of dollars for 
student scholarships thanks 
to the generous support of 
sponsors and donors. Nearly 
200 people attended the 
event, enjoying dinner, a 
cocktail reception, silent and 
live auctions, and dancing 
to the KVCC Faculty Jazz 
Band. The College wishes 
to thank all those who made 
the evening a success.
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Kennebec Valley Community College has launched an effort 
to establish a strong Alumni Association that would draw on the 
experiences and expertise of former students to protect, promote, 
and foster the welfare of the College and to create and nurture 
mutually beneficial relationships between KVCC and its alumni 
and friends.

Past attempts to create an alumni association have met with 
limited success, but KVCC leaders believe the College – now in 
its 41st year of operation – needs such an organization to continue 
growing, and the time is right to resurrect the idea.

“In meetings with alumni this has emerged as a key interest,” 
KVCC President Barbara Woodlee said.

Broad goals of the Association would include establishing 

and strengthening the bond between the College and its alumni, 
providing a forum for alumni to come together to exchange ideas 
and professional expertise, and organizing fundraising efforts to 
benefit KVCC and its students.

KVCC is eager to reconnect with its former students and is asking 
those who attended the College to log in to the web site at kvcc.
me.edu and update their contact information and email addresses 
in the Student Access System. This is a quick and easy process 
that will enable the College to send TOPICS magazine to them 
electronically, and to keep alumni updated on major campus events.

For more information on the association effort please contact 
Gloria Taylor at 453-5129 or gtaylor@kvcc.me.edu.

Kennebec Valley 
Community College
92 Western Avenue
Fairfield, Maine 04937-1367
(207) 453-5000 or (800) 528-5882
www.kvcc.me.edu
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Important Dates
May 5, 2010 ..................... Spring Term Ends

May 15, 2010 ................... Commencement

May 17, 2010 ................... Summer Classes Begin

June 28, 2010 .................. 15th Annual KVCC Scholarship Golf Tournament

August 7, 2010 ................ Summer Semester Ends

August 30, 2010 .............. Fall Semester Begins 

Kennebec Valley Community College is an equal opportunity/affirmative action  
institution and employer. For more information, please call John Delile at 207-453-5123

KVCC Seeks to Establish Alumni Association

KVCC is eager to reconnect with its many alumni and is asking those who attended the College to take the time to log in to our web site a kvcc.
me.edu and update their contact information and e-mail addresses in the Student Access System. This is a quick and easy process will enable 
us to send campus publications such as TOPICS to you electronically, reducing our use of paper on campus. We thank you for your assistance.
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